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~f DN N3 WNTA - In the beginning God created. The basic idea expressed in these words is

that creation tock place ywe =, something fwas created] from nothing. or creatio ex nihilo. This concept @

is a tenet of faith in Judaism. However, the Torah is not a guide Lo metaphysics, its focus is on moral l
imperatives. Each articie of faith must therefore be converted into a moral norm. ]
King David emphasized in Psalms: To God is the earth and its fuliness, the land and all who dwell

L there, because He established it on seas and formed it on rivers (F5. 24:2). David suggested that by virtue Ly / 0 N
of having created the world, God is its Owner in the full legal sense. h/\
Omlanf\ this idea through a halachic principle. There is a disagreement in the Talmud ~ D

{Bava Kamma 98b) ‘"egardmc the ownership rights of a craftsman who was given raw material by
a second party and then fashioned it into somethmc more \aiuable——whemer oT not we maintain
[\ that 92 ma¥'s 53z k. Does the crafisman have ownership rights over the value that his craftsman-
ship added to the raw material? If so, the owner of the raw matenal must compensate the craftsman
if he wishes to own the finished object (7= 1) Alternatively, perhaps the craftsman has no rights
to the finished object (=35 i o) and he is only entitled 10 payment for his work. Matmornides
(Hilches Sechirus 10:4) and many Rishonim maintain that the craftsman has no ownership rights,
bwhile the Rosh (Bava Kamma 9:14) and others argue that he does.
But although there is a difference of opinion regarding a human craftsman, there is no contro-

versy when d1scussmg ‘thé Cregtst ol the world. The \'{aster of the uriverse unquestlonably owns

the work b\\ il

of His having cre as ereated ovonikiler He
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